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Let us face it, Mr. Speaker, in the 21st
century we expect the lights to go on
and the air conditioning to work with-
out fail. We must address the rolling
blackouts, rate hikes, and consumer
aggravation; and we must establish a
real energy policy that meets the needs
of modern America.

————

TUBERCULOSIS IS SPREADING
RAPIDLY THROUGH THE DEVEL-
OPING WORLD

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
the threat of tuberculosis is spreading
rapidly throughout the developing
world, and ultimately in this country.

TB is the greatest infectious killer of
adults worldwide. More than one-third
of African AIDS victims actually end
up, in the end, dying from tuberculosis.
1,100 people a day are dying from tuber-
culosis in India. It kills 2 million peo-
ple worldwide per year, one person
every 15 seconds.

We have a very small window of op-
portunity, during which stopping TB
would be very cost effective.
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In the developing world, the cost can
be as little as $20; $20 can save gen-
erally a pretty young life. If we wait or
g0 too slowly, more drug-resistant TB
will emerge. It costs billions to control
with no guarantee of success. Drug-re-
sistant TB is at least 100 times more
expensive in developing countries, and
is 100 times more expensive in the
United States to cure than nondrug-re-
sistant TB.

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced legis-
lation to combat TB here and abroad.
We have an opportunity to save mil-
lions of lives now and prevent millions
of needless deaths, not just overseas,
but ultimately in this country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
consider joining several dozen of us as
cosponsors in our fight to eliminate tu-
berculosis.

————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 641

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XII, I ask unani-
mous consent to have my name re-
moved as a cosponsor of H.R. 641.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that he will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
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to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.
Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after debate has
concluded on all motions to suspend
the rules, but not before 6 p.m. today.

CONCERNING PARTICIPATION OF
TAIWAN IN WORLD HEALTH OR-
GANIZATION

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 428) concerning the participation
of Taiwan in the World Health Organi-
zation, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 428

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION
OF TAIWAN IN THE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION (WHO).

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Good health is a basic right for every
citizen of the world and access to the highest
standards of health information and services
is necessary to help guarantee this right.

(2) Direct and unobstructed participation
in international health cooperation forums
and programs is therefore crucial for all
parts of the world, especially with today’s
greater potential for the cross-border spread
of various infectious diseases such as AIDS.

(3) Taiwan’s population of 23,500,000 people
is larger than that of 3 of the member states
already in the World Health Organization
(WHO).

(4) Taiwan’s achievements in the field of
health are substantial, including one of the
highest life expectancy levels in Asia, mater-
nal and infant mortality rates comparable to
those of western countries, the eradication
of such infectious diseases as cholera, small-
pox, and the plague, and the first to be rid of
polio and to provide children with free hepa-
titis B vaccinations.

(5) The United States Centers for Disease
Control and its Taiwan counterpart agencies
have enjoyed close collaboration on a wide
range of public health issues.

(6) In recent years Taiwan has expressed a
willingness to assist financially and tech-
nically in international aid and health ac-
tivities supported by the WHO.

(7) On January 14, 2001, an earthquake, reg-
istering between 7.6 and 7.9 on the Richter
scale, struck El Salvador. In response, the
Taiwanese government sent 2 rescue teams,
consisting of 90 individuals specializing in
firefighting, medicine, and civil engineering.
The Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
also donated $200,000 in relief aid to the Sal-
vadoran Government.

(8) The World Health Assembly has allowed
observers to participate in the activities of
the organization, including the Palestine
Liberation Organization in 1974, the Order of
Malta, and the Holy See in the early 1950’s.

(9) The United States, in the 1994 Taiwan
Policy Review, declared its intention to sup-
port Taiwan’s participation in appropriate
international organizations.

(10) Public Law 106-137 required the Sec-
retary of State to submit a report to the
Congress on efforts by the executive branch
to support Taiwan’s participation in inter-
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national organizations, in particular the
WHO.

(11) In light of all the benefits that Tai-
wan’s participation in the WHO can bring to
the state of health not only in Taiwan, but
also regionally and globally, Taiwan and its
23,500,000 people should have appropriate and
meaningful participation in the WHO.

(b) PLAN.—The Secretary of State shall ini-
tiate a United States plan to endorse and ob-
tain observer status for Taiwan at the an-
nual week-long summit of the World Health
Assembly in May 2001 in Geneva, Switzer-
land, and shall instruct the United States
delegation to Geneva to implement that
plan.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 14 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State shall submit a written re-
port to the Congress in unclassified form
containing the plan required under sub-
section (b).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. LEACH) and the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. LEACH).

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this
legislation which would require the ad-
ministration to initiate a plan to en-
dorse and obtain observer status for
Taiwan in the World Health Organiza-
tion during the May 2001 World Health
Assembly meeting in Geneva.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) for initiating this resolu-
tion. I would like to stress that noth-
ing in this bill implies a change in this
country’s one China policy, which has
been based for over 30 years on three
communiques and the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act; but care should be taken not
to arbitrarily exclude the 23 million
people of Taiwan from appropriate eco-
nomic and humanitarian venues.

This legislation recommends a sym-
bolic step underscoring that where sov-
ereignty is not in question, Taiwan
ought to be brought into as many
international organizations as possible.
It already is a member of the Asian De-
velopment Bank, as well as APEC. In
this context, WHO is a constructive
and thoughtful avenue for inter-
national participation by the govern-
ment and people of Taiwan.

Mr. Speaker, disease and national
disasters know no borders. Indeed, ar-
guably the greatest international issue
in the world today may be disease con-
trol, whether we are discussing the
issue of HIV/AIDS, TB or other commu-
nicable diseases.

What the WHO issue symbolizes is a
people-oriented concern for control of
disease. Taiwan should not be excluded
from such concern, and in fact has
stepped forward to provide, in a num-
ber of instances, assistance and relief
in other parts of the world, such as the
recent earthquake circumstance in El
Salvador.
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